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KAMISAR: Suppose a person is
unable to swallow the pills that bring
about death. Why should a person be
denied the right to end his life at the time
and manner he chooses simply because
he is unable to perform the final act?
The one formidable distinction that
society has held onto is the distinction
between the ter mination of medical
treatment and the active intervention of
another to promote or bring about death.
This is the distinction that proponents of
assisted suicide are attacking. If this dis
tinction falls, the flimsy bridge between
assisted suicide and active, voluntary
euthanasia seems sure to fall as well.
c L: W hat's wrong with making
physician-assisted suicide available to
everyone? What's wrong with crossing
the bridge to voluntary euthanasia?
KAMISAR: The New York State Task
Force on Life and the Law-made up
primarily of physicians-issued a report
last year that unanimously rejected pro
posals to legalize either assisted suicide or
voluntary euthanasia. The report con-

eluded that because of the failure of our
health care system to treat pain and diag
nose and treat depression, legalizing
assisted suicide and euthanasia would be
dangerous-especially for those people
who are ill, poor, or elderly.
The task force was concerned that
once you legalize assisted suicide, doc
tors will start bringing up the subject to
t heir patients. And is it not fair to
assume that once people are open to
discussing it, more of the sick and the
elderly and the vulnerable will see this as
the unselfish course to take, a tempting
way to spare both oneself and one's
fanuly the burdens of serious illness and
advanced age?
BALMER: We have never argued that
there are not very difficult and important
social-policy issues here. We've taken the
position that those are iss ues to be
worked out through the political process,
in the Legislature or by initiative.
Your concerns mirror those about
less-restrictive divorce: Once you make
it easier, people will opt for it simply

because they no longer want to live
together. These are societal-not legal
concerns. The norms of society seem to
be changing in ways you don't like. But
there is always a political check: If we go
too far, people will react, and the laws
will be tightened.
KAMISAR: I don't like Measure 16.
I w i s h it hadn't passed. But i n all
honesty, Or egon's approach is the
better of two evils. I prefer the issue to
be decided by the legislative process
rather than by the cour t s . If the
Supreme Court gets involved, there
will be no safeguards.
In her last article before her appoint
ment to the court, Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg expressed doubts about Roe v
vVade. She was in favor of the right to
abor tion, but she felt the political
process was working and that the court
should never have become involved.
Maybe she'll be able to convince the
court to stay out of this area, to not
decide whether there is a constitutional
❖
right to assisted suicide.
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